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DOs and DONôTs of Landscape Management 

DO  have your soil tested (for free) by your local Cooperative Extension office to de-

termine the appropriate amount and formula of fertilizer for your lawn and landscape. 

DO NOT apply more fertilizer than your soil and plants need.  The excess will just 

wash away into our surface waters. 

DO NOT apply fertilizer and other chemicals to your lawn and landscape right before 

a storm.  A hard rain does not help the fertilizer soak into the soil, but simply washes 

it away into the storm drain system and surface waters. 

DO  avoid getting fertilizer on hard, impervious surfaces (e.g. street, sidewalk, drive-

way, parking lot). 

DO  blow or sweep fertilizer off of these impervious surfaces and back into your lawn 

and landscape. 

DO NOT blow or rake grass clippings and leaves into the street. 

DO NOT dispose of grass clippings, leaves, or other yard waste in ditches, streams, 

or storm drain systems. 

DO NOT wash off chemical sprayers, fertilizer spreaders, and other lawn equipment 

near a storm drain. 

DO  store pesticides, fertilizer, and other lawn chemicals in a covered area. 

DO  consider using native, drought-tolerant vegetation and less high-maintenance grass 

in your landscape to reduce the need for supplemental water, fertilizer, and pesticide 

applications.  

During a rain event, stormwa-

ter carries pollution from 

lawns, streets, parking lots, 

driveways, sidewalks, and 

fields directly into our local 

streams, rivers, ponds, and 

reservoirs. 

 

Excess nutrients from lawn 

fertilizers and yard waste can 

cause algal blooms, fish kills, 

and increased cost for water 

treatment if it gets into our 

waters.  

 

Yard waste is as much to 

blame in the water quality 

war  as fertilizer.  Plants act 

like mini storage units, sucking 

up fertilizer and storing what 

they canõt use.  When cut 

grass is raked or blown into 

the street, you might as well 

be dumping fertilizer straight 

into the storm drain!   

 

What Can You Do?  

  

Compost and reuse all 

those nutrients.  After all, 

youõve already paid for 

them! 

 

Check with your local gov-

ernment. Most schedule a 

yard waste pickup in addi-

tion to regular waste dis-

posal.  

 

Bag ôem and trash ôem.  Itõs 

a last case scenario, but 

better than letting all those 

nutrients into our waters! 



Would you like a FREE 

tool that could help you 

avoid wasting money and 

applying unnecessary fertil-

izer and chemicals to your 

lawn and landscape? What 

about reducing pollution to 

our streams, rivers, and 

lakes in the process?  Of 

course you do! 

 

The simple process of con-

ducting a free soil test  is 

just that tool.  Soil sampling 

and testing is one of the 

most important and effec-

tive tools homeowners have 

to help determine the level 

of nutrients in their soil, as 

well as the type, amount, 

and formula of lime and 

fertilizer they might need to 

get the healthiest lawn and 

garden.  Soil testing can save 

you time and money, and 

ensure that youõre protect-

ing our waterways by not 

applying excess chemicals 

and fertilizers that will even-

tually just wash into our 

waters. 

 

Late summer or early fall is 

the best time to take your 

soil samples.  Thatõs enough 

time for the samples to be 

analyzed and results re-

turned to you so that you 

can plan for lime and fertil-

izer applications before 

spring.  Of course, sampling 

may be done at any time of 

the year, so thereõs no need 

to wait! 

 

Free instructions, forms, 

sample boxes, and technical 

assistance can all be found 

at your local Cooperative 

Extension Service office.   

 

 

 

 

For more information on 

soil testing, please visit or 

contact: 

 

NC Cooperative Extension 

Service 

www.ces.ncsu.edu 

 

NC Agronomic Services Soil 

Testing  

www.agr.state.nc.us/

agronomi/sthome.htm 
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If you use a lawn care 
service, insist that 
they take the following 
precautions:   

 

Have soil tested so 

the correct amount 

and formula of fertil-

izer and chemicals is 

applied.  

 

Never apply fertil-

izer or chemicals 

right before a storm!  

 

 

Avoid getting fertil-

izer and chemicals 

on concrete and as-

phalt surfaces.  

 

Use a rain gauge to 

avoid overwatering.  

Need one? Contact 

us for a free Storm-

water SMART rain 

gauge.   

Hiring a 

Landscaper 

(or doing it 

yourself)   

Fertilizers  
promote algae 
growth in our  

waterways. When 
algae  

decomposes, the 
oxygen level in 

the water is  
depleted, harming 

aquatic life  

Removing nutrients (nitrogen and phos-

phorous)  

Reducing the speed of flowing water 

which allows more water to infiltrate 

into the ground (this helps prevent flood-

ing)  

Less grass to mow which means fewer 

clippings (which also contain loads of 

nitrogen and phosphorous) will wash 

into the storm drain.  

Less  (if any) fertilizer use, saving you 

money and protecting our waters!  

Consider using native plants. Not only are native plants easier to maintain, they pro-

vide numerous water quality benefits including:  
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